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Take Control of 

Your Career 

Back in May, I was 
privileged to sit on a 
panel with two es-
teemed colleagues at 
the YP General 
Council to discuss 
career advancement. 
It was refreshing to 
see how eager our 
next generation of 
professionals are to 
grow and develop 
into our next leaders. 

Regardless of where you are in your career, here 
are three simple steps to help grow your career: 

Build A Strong Foundation: The early years of 
your career is when you build your foundation. I 
always use the phrase “be a sponge” for those 
coming out of college. These initial years are 
truly formative, try to absorb as much as you can 
about as much as you can. Generally, the most 
successful managers are the ones that have that 
broad foundation. You don’t have to be the ex-
pert in everything but having a wide breadth of 
experience is invaluable. Don’t be afraid to try 
something new, embrace it, regardless of where 
you are in your career.  

Broaden Your Network: Be active in building your net-

work within the industry. Participate in both internal as well 
as external events and training. Join professional organiza-
tions, such as APWA or others that are closely related to 
your line of work. Make it a goal to meet someone new at 
each of these events. You never know when you’ll cross 
paths again, but you can bet you will at some point! Also 
connect with others on LinkedIn. Be sure to keep your pro-
file up to date and don’t forget to follow our Chapter’s 
LinkedIn page!  

Find Your Mentors: Throughout your career you will 
come across those that you can rely on for guidance on how 
to navigate your career. The best mentor/mentee relation-
ships are ones that develop over time, where a genuine, 
collegial relationship is built. Look for mentors not only in-
side your company or agency, but outside of it as well. To 
help find an outside mentor, participate in a mentorship pro-
gram. The APWA SoCal chapter is looking to rollout a re-
vamped mentorship program soon, so keep an eye out for it 
(such as on our LinkedIn page!)  

You must be your own advocate, remember it is your ca-
reer. You own it, so don’t be afraid to take charge of it. Don’t 
be afraid of taking risks, sometimes you have to make that 
difficult decision to make a change or get outside of your 
comfort zone in order to advance your career. Trust me, I’ve 
had many sleepless nights when deciding to move from the 
public to private sector, while having two kids under the age 
of 4. But for me, it was the right move at the right time, and I 
haven’t looked back!  

(Continued on page 3 - President’s Message) 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

SoCal APWA and MSA Holds 2nd Annual Roadeo— Winners Move On To PWX 2019 in Seattle 
NATASHA DEBENON l CLIENT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER l GHIRARDELLI & ASSOCIATES 

On another note, I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention the 6.4 

and 7.1 earthquakes in the Ridgecrest area, along with 

numerous aftershocks greater than a 4.0, a reminder of 

just how vulnerable we are. Our thoughts are with those 

affected by the earthquakes as well as our public works 

professionals, working around the clock trying to reestab-

lish normalcy to that region. Are you prepared? This is the 

time to take stock on your emergency supplies that can be 

used after any natural disaster. These supplies should in-

clude a first aid kit, survival kits, and flash lights along with 

emergency water and food. Store enough supplies to last 

(Continued from page 2 - President’s Message) 
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On May 14, 2019, APWA/MSA joined forces to host 
trade and training for City/County maintenance work-
ers and APWA’s 2

nd
 Equipment Roadeo Competition 

at South Gate Park.  Over 200 attended the event from 
20 cities and agencies around Southern California.   

The equipment Roadeo was comprised of five compe-
titions:  Backhoe, Mini Excavator, Skid Steer, Sign As-
sembly and Wheelbarrow obstacle.  The top two com-
petitors in the backhoe event had tied scores at 17 
seconds, so APWA will send both competitors to the 
national competition! Backhoe winners included Ryan 
Jones from City of Santa Clarita and Tony Graham 
from the City of Torrance. The mini excavator repeat 
winner was Ed Barrios of Anaheim with a time of 23.02 
seconds. Each of these winners received a trophy that 
they keep until the competition next year.  These three 
gentlemen will be representing the APWA SoCal chap-
ter at the September 8-9, 2019 National Equipment 
Roadeo being held in Seattle, WA, fully funded by the 
Chapter. 

While the other three skill events are “just for fun”, 
each of the 1

st
 place winners received a trophy with 

bragging rights until next year’s competition.  In the 
wheelbarrow obstacle, Jesse Alcaraz and Freddie 
Gonzalez, both from the City of Bell Gardens, tied for 
1

st
 place at 33 seconds. For the sign assembly compe-

tition, the winner was Alvaro Encarnacion, City of Hun-
tington Park with a time of 3:28:63. Finally, Michael 
Martinez, City of Newport Beach, won the Skid Steer 
competition with a time of 20:91. By far, these competi-
tions brought together team work, learning, cheering 
from co-workers and just “good ole’ fun” for everyone 
involved.  

Many thanks to the judges and volunteers for this 

event!  It took an army but both APWA/MSA pulled together 

 

Honoring Outstanding Public  
Projects, Programs, and Public 

Works Leaders 

20th Annual 
BEST Awards 
Wednesday,  

 
Applications will be accepted  

starting Monday, August 19, 2019.  
Submission deadline is  

Friday, September 20, 2019. 
More information is available at  

http://apwa.southernca.net  

December 10, 2019 

Wheelbarrow obstacle winners from Bell Gardens. 



4  

 

SEVENTEEN STUDENTS HONORED AT ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP BRUNCH 
CARLOS CASTELLANOS l ASSISTANT CITY ENGINEER l ANAHEIM 

The annual Scholarship Brunch was held this year on July 
25, 2019 at the Clark Estate in Santa Fe Springs.  All of the 
scholarship winners were invited to attend this event with a 
guest to receive their scholarship certificates. 

This year the Scholarship Committee awarded $30,000 to 
17 high school and undergraduate students majoring in a 
Public Works related field, bringing the total since 1997 to 
more than $420,000. Scholarship award amounts range 

from $500 to $3,000 per recipient. Recipients must maintain 
a cumulative GPA of 2.5 and commit to at least 4 hours of 
community service and outreach promoting APWA. The 
committee recently went through some changes, saying 
good-bye to long-time members Tony Olmos and Dick Red-
mayne and welcoming Lisette Bice. Thank you for your ded-
ication. The future is bright for the next wave of Public 
Works professionals. Congratulations to this year’s recipi-
ents.  

SYMONE RICH—Public 
Works, California State 
University - Northridge 
(Butler Award—$1,000)  
Symone graduated from 
Rancho Dominguez Pre-
paratory School.  She has 
been a top teen in high 
school and looks forward 
to giving back to her com-
munity, particularly the 
under-represented. 

BRENDA CHOW—Civil 
Engineering, University of 
California - Irvine ($1,500) 
Brenda is in her fourth 
year at UC Irvine as a Civil 
Engineering major with a 
specialization in water re-

sources and transportation 
systems. 

DAVID SIERRA—Civil En-
gineering, California State 
University - Fullerton 
(Willdan Award—$2,000) 
David is currently attending 
Santa Ana College/
Santiago Canyon College 
and will transfer this Fall to 
CSU Fullerton as a Junior 
for Civil Engineering. 

ASHLEY BELL—Civil Engi-
neering, Cal Poly Pomona 
($2,000) Ashley is currently 
a senior  at Cal Poly Pomo-
na and plans to pursue an 
environmental emphasis, 
particularly in water and 
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CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

water resources. 

JOHN KRONE—Environmental Studies, University of 
Southern California ($1,000) John is a double major in Earth 
Sciences and Applied Mathematics at USC, where he is 
also minoring in Finance. He 
hopes to someday use his 
geological knowledge and 
mathematical skillset in the 
field of hydrogeology. 

NOOR NASLA—Civil Engi-
neering, California State Uni-
versity - Fullerton (Harris 
Award—$2,500) Noor is cur-
rently studying Civil Engineer-
ing at California State Univer-
sity, Fullerton with an empha-
sis in structural engineering. 

TIMOTHY CASTELO—Civil 
Engineering, Glendale Com-
munity College ($1,000) Timo-
thy is a Sophomore Civil Engi-
neering student at Glendale 
Community College.   

DAVID VO—Civil Engineer-
ing, California State University - Los Angeles ($1,000) David 
is entering his fifth year at CSULA and is specializing in 
Transportation. He is currently interning with the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Transportation. 

JOSE VELASQUEZ—Civil Engineering, California State 
University - Los Angeles 
($2,000) Jose is currently 
working as a student engineer 
for Los Angeles Sanitation 
Wastewater and Services Di-
vision. 

JESSICA KANAREK—Civil 
Engineering, California State 
University - Fullerton (Heil 
Award—$4,000) Jessica is 
entering her fourth and final 
year as a Civil Engineering 
major. She is currently intern-
ing at the transportation firm 
named Advantec Consulting 
Engineers. 

JORGE RUIZ—Civil Engi-
neering, California State Uni-
versity - Long Beach ($1,000) 
Jorge is entering his junior 
year at CSULB as a Civil En-
gineering major, interested in 

structural engineering. 

ISAIAH CAMBELL—CAD Design/Drafting, Arizona State 
University ($1,500) - Isaiah attended his first year at ASU 

working toward his degree in engineering and academically 
made the Dean’s list.  He has a strong interest in sustaina-
bility. 

EZEKIEL CASTELO—Civil Engineering, Glendale Commu-
nity College ($1,500) Zeke is a Sophomore, received honors 
as an entering student, and a dean’s list honoree at Glen-
dale Community College. 

JASMINE FAKHOURI—Civil Engineering, California State 
University - Fullerton (Spindel Award—$2,500) Jasmine is 
currently an Assistant Engineer at FCG Consultants in 
Yorba Linda, CA. Jasmine 
is an upcoming senior 
whose focus is on Transpor-
tation.  

LEIZELLE MITCHELL—
Environmental Studies, Cal-
ifornia State University - 
Channel Islands ($1,500) 
Leizelle will be entering her 
Sophomore year and wants 
to work in water resource 
management to help pro-
vide clean water to those in 
need. 

JAVIER RUEDAS—Civil 
Engineering, California 
State University - Pomona 
($1,500) Javier is entering 
his second year at Cal Poly 
Pomona and currently 
works for the City of Newport Beach, as a Public Works 
Technical Aide under the Traffic and Transportation Engi-
neering Division. 

CELESTE CHAN—
Civil Engineering, 
California State Uni-
versity - Pomona 
($2,000) In her fresh-
man year, Celeste 
participated in under-
graduate research 
about water quality 
on campus and as-
sisted in research on 
bacteria growth in 
water on purple 
pipes.  

APWA SOCAL-
CSULB, ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP 
2019 WINNER—
ANGELLI MAR-
TINEZ Angelli is 
entering her senior 
year at California 

Heil Award 

Endowed Scholarship 

Harris Award 
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BELLFLOWER UNDERTAKES STORMWATER CAPTURE PROJECT IN CARUTHERS PARK 
BERNARDO INIGUEZ l PROJECT MANAGER l BELLFLOWER 

On Wednesday, July 24, Bellflower hosted a tour of their 
Water Capture project site at Caruthers Park for over 70 
public works officials, elected officials, and consultants.  A 
huge undertaking for the City of Bellflower, this project is 
part of the City of Bellflower’s effort towards implementing 
both the Los Cerritos Channel and the Lower San Gabriel 
River Watershed Management Plans with the construction 
of a multi-benefit regional stormwater capture facility.  

The Caruthers Park Stormwater and Urban Runoff Capture 
Project will capture discharge from a 261-acre area from the 
72” Storm Drain (BI 1902, Line A) on the south side of the 
park in the Los Cerritos Channel Watershed.  The project 
will also capture discharges from 2,995 acres from the 38’W 
x 9’H LACFCD channel (Project 16, Line A) on the east side 
of the park in the Lower San Gabriel River.  The objective of 
this project is to address the water quality objectives, partic-
ularly the TMDLs for metals.  The facility will redirect all dry 
weather and wet weather runoff from the storm drain and 
open channel through the diversion systems and pretreat-
ment systems to remove trash, debris, and sediment. A 
drainage pipeline will convey the flows into a large, buried, 
multi-chambered storage and infiltration facility. 

The project consists of the following major components: 

Storm Drain Diversion Systems: The diversion from 
Project 16 Channel and BI 1902 storm drain will be ac-

complished through drop inlet structures that will capture 
and divert flows. 

Subsurface Storage and Diversion Facility: A 2.96 mil-
lion-gallon (9.1 acre-feet) underground storage and infil-
tration reservoir will be constructed beneath the park. 

Stormwater Harvesting Unit: A reservoir of approxi-
mately 342,000 gallons will store water and treat it in a 
stormwater harvesting facility.  Once treated, the water 

Project Facts: 

Total cost:  $13 million—design and construction  
Funding: Caltrans Cooperative Implementation Agmt 
 
Construction Schedule: Start:  May 2019 

 Complete: December 2020 

Designer: Tetra Tech 

Precast Concrete Chambers: Oldcastle Precast 

Construction Contractor: Reyes Construction 

Construction Inspection: Willdan  

City Project Manager: Bernie Iniguez                         
 Public Works Manager 

  (562) 804-1424, ext. 2233      
 biniguez@bellflower.org 

 

 Urban Runoff and Stormwater Capture Facility 

 Storm Drain and Channel Diversion System (max 
combined diversion rate of 70 cubic feet per second) 

 Subsurface Storage and Infiltration Facility (9.1 acre-
feet, 2.96 million gallons) Stormwater Harvesting and 
Irrigation Use 
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ON THE COVER 

Above:  Bellflower Project 

Manager Bernie Iniguez 

leads Intern Rusty Rapp and 

Public Works Director Ken 

Rukavina from Palos Verdes 

Estates on a tour of the in-

side of the partially con-

structed Oldcastle pre-cast 

stormwater reservoir.  They 

are standing on geotextile 

on top of  four 9” lifts of 

3/4” crushed rock (3’) to 

enhance infiltration of the 

Right: Precast 

reinforced con-

crete unit (upper 

half)  being lifted 

off truck and into 

place. 
 

Below: Modular 

units assembled 

into an infiltra-

7 
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Recent stormwater projects in the Los Angeles area have 
been driven by the need to comply with Clean Water Act 
(CWA) regulations regarding the operation the Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). Understanding the 
importance of these projects requires a basic knowledge of 
MS4s, as well as the way the CWA provides a framework 
for current regulations. These regulations take the form of 
MS4 permits issued by the Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, and cities have developed watershed 
management plans (WMPs) to guide their efforts in meeting 
the requirements of the permit. In order to reduce pollution 
and comply with regulations, the City of Lakewood has re-
cently invested $26 million in water capture projects in two 
of its parks. While only one of the projects has begun opera-
tion, it has demonstrated proof of concept by infiltrating 
nearly 50 million gallons of water during its first year, and 
other cities are starting to follow suit. 

For the last decade, California was in the midst of its worst 
drought in over a century. During this time, every rainfall 
was accompanied by the same questions. Why do we let all 
this clean water just flow into the ocean? Why don’t we just 
catch rainwater and use it? The system that funnels storm 
water into the ocean is now being modified to do just that. 
Since the water in question isn’t clean, municipalities are 
bound by the Clean Water Act, to prevent pollution from 
reaching natural water bodies through this system, and re-
cently, several municipalities in Southern California have 
begun work on projects that address water shortage and 
pollution reduction by diverting water from storm sewers. 

Sewer Infrastructure  With development and growth of 
cities, myriad challenges arise which require constructed 
solutions. Residents of the built environment generate 
wastewater, which must be removed via a constructed sys-
tem called a sanitary sewer. However, plumbing is not the 
only source of water that must be removed, and sanitary 
sewers are not the only kind of sewer. The other challenge 
that arises comes not only from the residents, but from the 
development of the built environment. The roads, sidewalks, 
pathways, parking lots, and other solid, constructed surfac-
es called hardscapes that facilitate urban development, are 
rarely permeable, restricting natural infiltration proportional 
to the percentage of land covered with hardscape. Water 
that does not infiltrate flows over hardscapes as urban run-
off, which is addressed using the second type of sewer, the 
MS4. Made up of a network of storm drain catch basins, 
pipes, and open channels, MS4s collect urban runoff and 
transport it to natural water bodies. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has mandated, 
compiled, and reported research regarding the adverse ef-
fects associated with urban runoff. As runoff flows toward 
lower elevation, it traps natural and man-made pollutants 

and transports them in MS4s to natural waterways. 

This research shows that increased urbanization allows for 
the transport of more pollutants, yielding increased damage 
to waterways and water quality. 

Regulatory Background  Water quality and pollution is 
regulated by the provisions of U.S. Code Title 33. Relevant 
portions of Title 33, codified by the passage of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act of 1948, have been updated 
several times. The code was amended significantly in 1972, 
from which point it was referred to as the Clean Water Act 
(CWA). Its stated goal was to restore and protect the water 
quality of the nation’s natural water resources, through the 
regulation of identifiable pollution sources called point 
source pollution. Mandated by Section 402 of the code, reg-
ulation came in the form of a discharge permit system 
known as the National Pollution Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem (NPDES). All entities wishing to discharge into regulat-
ed water bodies must obtain an NPDES permit containing 
limits for the amount or concentration of pollutants in dis-
charged water. These limits are determined with the goal of 
ensuring that discharge will not harm water quality or human 
health. 

In 1987 further amendments broadened the definition of 
point source pollution to include stormwater runoff and es-
tablished a permit system for MS4s. This represented a seri-
ous challenge for municipalities, as urban runoff was previ-
ously unregulated. Since this time, city governments in Los 
Angeles County have been beholden to a series of increas-
ingly stringent requirements for urban runoff discharge quali-
ty, as set forth every 5 years by their respective permits. 

Thus far, the EPA’s regulatory focus, through their issuance 
of NPDES permits, had been directed at point source pollu-
tants, believing them to be responsible for the majority of 
water quality issues. This approach made progress toward 
reducing water quality impairments, but did not account for 
the effects of non-point source pollution, which accounted 
for a larger portion of pollution discharge than was thought, 
negating much of the perceived gains in water quality. The 
EPA was subsequently sued by several environmental 
groups for failing to implement a section of the CWA that 
would have revealed the significance of non-point source 
pollution. 

Section 303(d) of the CWA required the determination of 
limits called Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), detailing 
the amount of pollution that could be discharged into a given 
water body without exceeding standards for water quality. 
For example, if a water body has a designated beneficial 
use for “fishing” then the TMDL standards must be set at a 
level to prevent harm to fish. The EPA had published proce-
dures in 1992 for the establishment of TMDLs for each wa-
ter body impaired, or in danger of being impaired, by pollu-
tion, but failed to facilitate their development. TMDLs devel-

FROM RAINDROPS TO RESOURCES: LA COUNTY WATERSHEDS USE CLEAN WATER ACT TO CLEAN URBAN 
RUNOFF  RUSTY RAPP l SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEERING STUDENT l UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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STUDENT PERSPECTIVE 

oped for water bodies across the country have shown ex-
tensive water quality impairments and suggest that non-
point source pollution is responsible. By 2000, the EPA had 
begun to shift its emphasis toward watershed non-point 
source regulation. 

LA County MS4s  In keeping with the EPA’s 1996 policy 
statement on watershed based permitting, the Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB) issued 
its 2012 MS4 permits with a requirement to develop long 
term watershed-wide strategies for TMDL compliance. Mu-
nicipalities within a watershed were required to work togeth-
er to produce a WMP that identifies the programs and capi-
tal projects that yield the greatest potential water quality 
improvements to the watershed. All permits issued to mu-
nicipalities in 2012 by the LARWQCB are identical, regard-
less of differences between their associated watersheds. 
However, the permit allows flexibility for cities spanning 
more than one watershed, to design programs that meet 
their individual needs. 

One such watershed is the Los Cerritos Channel (LCC) wa-
tershed, 27.7 square miles of mostly urbanized land. In 
compliance with their 2012 MS4 permits, the seven munici-
palities and unincorporated county within the LCC water-
shed developed a WMP that sets forth goals for water quali-
ty improvement, outlines strategies for reaching these 
goals, and proposes possible capital improvements. The 
proposed projects are varied in approach, including thirteen 
possible water capture sites. These sites are on publicly 
owned land that has a need for irrigation, such as parks and 
golf courses and are chosen based on infiltration capacity. 

Lakewood Takes Action  The City of Lakewood has un-
dertaken two such projects that will support the water quali-
ty improvements included in the LCC WMP. The Bolivar 
Park Water Capture Project and the Mayfair Park Water 
Capture Project have been funded through a $26 million 
grant from Caltrans. Both projects utilize a drop inlet struc-
ture, otherwise known as a sump, in the floor of the channel 
to redirect water from channels tributary to the LCC. In the 
case of heavy storm flow, an inflatable rubber dam can be 
raised to impound water in the channels, increasing storage 
capacity. The diverted water is pretreated on its way to stor-
age in underground reservoirs constructed from prefabricat-
ed concrete units. These prefab units can be likened to 
enormous Legos, each weighing upwards of ten tons. The 
projects differ in terms of capacity, but the first difference in 
procedure comes between pretreatment and storage. The 
Bolivar project required the construction of a high capacity 
pump station, costing approximately $1 million, to convey 
the pretreated water to the reservoir, while Mayfair was able 
to utilize gravity flow. The reservoirs, manufactured by two 
different prefabricators, differ further in terms of configura-
tion and capacity. These differences are dictated by the dif-
ferences in site characteristics and the uses for the water 
that is stored. 

The Bolivar Park Water Capture Project diverts water from 
the Del Amo Channel to a divided reservoir. The first sec-
tion has a sealed floor and is dedicated to storage of water 
for irrigation. This section fills first allowing sediment to set-
tle. Then the water is pumped to a small treatment facility to 
be made fit for use in irrigation for Bolivar Park. When there 
is more diverted water than is needed for irrigation, the wa-
ter level rises above storage capacity and flows over a weir 
wall into the second section. This section, an infiltration gal-
lery, has large holes in the floor through which water can 
reach the native soil for infiltration. 

The Mayfair Park Water Capture Project diverts water from 
the Clark Channel to an undivided reservoir. Geotechnical 
testing at the site determined that the native soil is not suita-
ble for infiltration, so its floor is sealed. Water diverted to 
this reservoir is subject to a hierarchy of uses, the first of 
which is treatment and use in the park’s irrigation. When the 
diverted water exceeds the need for irrigation, it is redi-
rected into the sanitary sewer system, where it flows to a 
treatment plant in Long Beach for end use as recycled wa-
ter. When the diverted water exceeds irrigation needs and 
sanitary sewer capacity, it undergoes secondary treatment 
and is returned to the storm sewer. 

Water Quality Improvement  The Bolivar project was 
completed in June 2018, and the Mayfair project is sched-
uled for completion in fall 2019. As mentioned, the purpose 
of these projects is to help meet the goals set forth in the 
LLC’s WMP. Specifically, the projects are meant to de-
crease trash, total suspended solids (TSS), metals, and 
bacteria. All trash flowing down the two channels is re-
moved by the pretreatment units. TSS settle out in the res-
ervoirs. Metals are removed by the irrigation treatment or 
are filtered by the soil during infiltration. In the year following 
the ribbon cutting for the Bolivar project, approximately 50 
million gallons of urban runoff and stormwater have been 
diverted into the reservoir from the Del Amo channel. The 
irrigation portion of the project has received final approval 
from the Los Angeles County Department of Health Ser-
vices, and the irrigation system is now being supplied with 
the captured water. 

What’s Next for the LCC?  The two Lakewood water 
capture projects represent the latest improvements in un-
derstanding and management of urban runoff. Similar water 
capture projects are underway in other LCC municipalities, 
including Bellflower and Long Beach. These projects vary in 
size and contribution toward the goal of pollutant reduction, 
and while significant, they will only address a small portion 
of the watershed’s urban runoff. The author of the water-
shed’s WMP, Richard Watson, recommends “drying up the 
watershed in dry-weather”. This would mean diverting all 
runoff, eliminating the discharge of pollutants from the wa-
tershed during dry weather. By following Lakewood’s lead, 
the LCC watershed can become the first Los Angeles Coun-
ty watershed to utilize water capture to eliminate discharge 
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On March 28, 2019, APWA members assembled to enjoy 
lunch at the Mayne in Bellflower, and learn from three 
speakers discussing methods to draw the public into 
water agencies’ stormwater conservation efforts through 
parcel-scale stormwater capture projects. 

First up was Melanie Winter, founder and director of the 
River Project, a non-profit organization dedicated to ho-
listic watershed planning for natural resource protection, 
conservation and enhancement in Los Angeles County. 
Melanie described a parcel-scale water management 
project, “Water LA” that the River Project embarked up-
on in Panorama City where residents could select from 
different small-scale, low-cost, low-tech strategies in-
cluding rain barrels, rain grading, permeable paving, 
infiltration trenches, and other installations.  Using com-
munity engagement elements such as “neighbor labor” 
and a hands-on workshop series, 22 households partici-
pated, capturing and treating 3.8 acre-feet of water and 
reducing consumption 25%.   Co-benefits such as flood 
management, reduced power use, reduced heat island 
effect and increased land value were enhancements to a 
project that united the neighborhood. 

Kim O’Cain is founder and president of O’Cain Consulting, a 
firm providing innovative drought planning and water con-
servation planning to public agencies.  She described her 
experience at the City of Santa Monica developing a Sus-
tainable Water Master Plan that had a goal of increasing the 
amount of non-potable water from 1% to 35%.  Additionally, 
she worked on such sustainable projects as the Pico Library 
project, where a 12,000-gallon tank captures dry weather 
flows for reuse in toilets and urinals.  The methods used by 
Santa Monica to incentivize stormwater capture include re-
bates and the development of a guidebook to familiarize 
customers with sustainability attributes and project selec-
tion. 

Finally, Ursula Schmidt, Water Conservation Programs 
Manager at the City of Pasadena Water & Power (PWP), 
spoke about landscape direct install projects in the city, a 
partnership where employees of the housing department’s 
training program MASH (Maintenance Assistance for Home-
owners), remove turf grass and install drip irrigation and 
weather based controllers.  There have been 39 direct in-
stalls to date, but in a city with 38,000 parcels, staff must be 
a strong voice for parcel level installations.  PWP has also 
installed demonstration projects such as a green roof at the 
Art Center College of Design and community gardens at fire 
stations citywide.  Ursula urged the need for water agencies 
and public works departments to collaborate with their plan-
ning departments to ensure that all city departments align 
with the goal of recharging groundwater. 

APWA thanks Melanie, Kim and Ursula for sharing their 
time and experience with our members!   
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MARCH CHAPTER LUNCH PROGRAM: INCENTIVIZING SMALL-SCALE STORMWATER PROJECTS   
SEAN SINGLETARY, PE l PRINCIPAL ENGINEER l PASADENA 
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CHAPTER LUNCHEON RECAP 

 

 

  2019 BRONZE CHAPTER SPONSORS 

Annealta Group Timothy D'Zmura tdzmura@annealtagroup.com 

CA Nevada Cement Assoc Tom Tietz tom.tietz@cncement.org 

Civil Works Engineers, Inc Marie Marston mmarston@civilworksengineers.com 

GK & Associates Ghazala Khan gkhan@gkandassociates.com 

GKK Works Brandon Dekker bdekker@gkkworks.com 

Kabbara Engineering Bill Kabbara bill@kabbara.net 

LAN Fred Wickman FEWickman@lan-inc.com 

NCE Juanita Martinez JMartinez@ncenet.com 

Paragon Partners Ltd. Jacqueline Macken jmacken@paragon-partners.com 

Psomas Vincent Hellens vincent.hellens@psomas.com 

Rick Engineering Co. Barry Cowan bcowan@rickengineering.com 

Twining, Inc. Amir Ghavibazoo aghavibazoo@twininginc.com 
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Chris Vogt Moves to          

Annealta Group 

Chris A. Vogt, PE has joined Annealta 
Group as Executive Vice President 
supporting cities and their communi-
ties by managing and administering 
complex public works programs and 
projects. Chris has more than 35 
years of diverse and professional en-
gineering experience in both the pub-
lic and private sector.  

Chris began his engineering career in the private sector as a 
municipal design engineer in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He 
later moved to California and entered the public sector serv-
ing as the first Public Works Director/City Engineer for the 
City of Chino Hills when they incorporated in 1991.  He was 
also Public Works Director/City Engineer for the cities of La 
Quinta, Pomona and Moreno Valley. Chris has been an ac-
tive member and leader in APWA for over 26 years.  His 
service to the Southern California Chapter includes being on 
the Board of Directors for the Inland Empire Branch, being 
the co-creator and first President of the Coachella Valley 
Branch and serving on the Board of Directors and as Presi-
dent in 2012 for the Southern California Chapter. Chris ob-
tained his BS in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Pittsburgh and holds professional registration in California 
as a Civil Engineer. 

 

Ken Taylor Moves to STV 

Ken Taylor is a new member of the 
SoCal APWA Board of Directors this 
year and has served as Co-Chair on 
the Golf Committee for 5 years 
now.  In March of 2019, Ken accept-
ed a Sr. Project Manager position at 
STV Inc. in the Western Region 

Transportation and Infrastructure Division.  In his current 
role, he is leading a dedicated Civil Design Team in the de-
velopment of Temporary Works and Permanent Restora-
tions of the roadway and utilities for the installation of UCLA 
and Westwood VA Stations along the Purple Line Section 3 
– Design Build Project.  “This is an exciting time to be work-
ing for LA Metro and to be part of a team that is building a 
vital segment of transit infrastructure that will serve the pub-

lic during the Olympics in 2028 and 
for years to come”. 
 

Vincent Hellens joins          

Alta Planning + Design 

Vincent joined the Alta Planning + 
Design team as an Engineering As-
sociate in April 2019.  Vincent has 
over 13 years of experience manag-
ing and designing large and small 
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A full-service engineering firm, 
SA Associates offers complete 
civil, water and wastewater 
engineering, and construction 
management and inspection 
services to the public sector.   
 
The firm's expertise covers all 
project phases - from concept 
through completion of con-
struction. 
 

These services incorporate: 

 Investigations 

 Technical Feasibility 

 Economic Feasibility 

 Planning 

 Design 

 Specifications 

 Cost Estimates 

 Contract Administration 

 Construction Observation 

1130 W. Huntington 
Drive 
Suite 12 
Arcadia, CA 91007 

1661 N. Raymond Avenue 
Suite 100 
Anaheim, CA 92801 
714.871.9083 Tel 

Offices in Los Angeles and Orange Counties 

www.saassociates.net 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 

public works infrastructure projects from planning, design, 
and construction. His specialty is public works engineering 
that incorporates sustainable design practices and complete 
streets that provides mobility for all users.  He will lead an 
engineering design team in Alta Planning + Design’s Los 
Angeles office which will continue improving safety and cre-
ating active healthy communities throughout Southern Cali-

fornia.   
 
 

Julian Lee Appointed as 
South Pasadena Deputy 
Public Works Director  
 

Julian Lee has accepted the position 
of Deputy Public Works Director of 
Water and Sustainability for the City 
of South Pasadena’s Public Works 

Department.  Julian comes with over 20 years of experience 
working on a variety of civil engineering, utility management 
and capital improvement programs at public works and mu-
nicipal water districts. His prior positions include CIP Man-
ager at Crescenta Valley Water District, Principal Engineer 
at Castaic Lake Water Agency, and Utilities and Projects 
Manager at the City of Norwalk.   In his recent experiences 
with the City of Norwalk, Julian managed the operations and 
capital improvement program for the City’s utilities including 
water, sewer, traffic and signal sections. 

In addition to holding a Bachelor's Degree in Environmental 
Engineering from University of California, Berkley and a 
Master of Business Administration from Marshall School of 
Business, University of Southern California, Julian is a Cali-
fornia Registered Civil Engineer. He also holds Water Treat-
ment Operator and Water Distribution Operator certifications 
from the California State Water Resources Control Board. 

In accepting the position, Julian said, “I am honored to join 
the City of South Pasadena and look forward to working 
with the staff to generate many successes of the public 

works department in serving the 
community of South Pasadena.”  Mr. 
Lee has been married to his wife, 
Hanna, for 13 years. The couple has 
a nine year old son named Elijah.  
Yazdan Emrani is Glendale’s 
new Public Works Director 
 

Yazdan (Yaz) Emrani started work 
as the Director of Public Works for 
the City of Glendale on April 26, 

2019, where he is responsible for managing a staff of 300 
people and 10 divisions. Mr. Emrani has 30 years of experi-
ence in a vast array of civil engineering and information 
technology projects in both the public and the private sec-
tors. He holds a BS in Civil Engineering from Syracuse Uni-
versity and an MS in Civil Engineering from University of 
Maryland at College Park.  

He began his engineering career in 1986, working for sever-
al consulting firms. In 2001, he founded his own consulting 
firm where he was responsible for developing, managing, 
directing business, and growing all facets of engineering 
design and client relations within the Public Works divisions 
of cities, special districts, and other municipal agencies. In 
2008, Mr. Emrani began his tenure as Director of Public 
Works for Monterey County. From 2011 to 2017, Mr. Emrani 
returned to private sector consulting until he returned to the 
public sector in January 2018 as Director of Public Works/
City Engineer for the City of San Fernando, where he man-
aged multiple divisions including Engineering Design, Road 
and Bridge Maintenance, Electrical, Construction, Transpor-
tation and Traffic Engineering, Water, Sewer, Stormwater 
Management, Facilities and Fleet. 

Mr. Emrani is a Registered Professional Engineer in Califor-
nia, Texas, Louisiana, Maryland, and Virginia. He is active 
in professional organizations including ASCE, APWA, AW-
WA, WEF and CWEA. He currently serves as Los Angeles 
Section’s Governor on the ASCE’s Board of Directors for 

Take Insight on your travels and snap a  
photo with a Public Works structure or     

feature—and send it in to be published! 

Ken Rukavina, DPW Palos Verdes Estates and 
Lisa Rapp, DPW Lakewood, and their families 
visited Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam on May 4, 
2019.  The amount of construction in the port at 
HCMC, formerly Saigon, was astounding.  In the 
background, a major bridge is under construc-
tion that will link the port with the highway into 
the city. 
To have your photo included, please email 
your photo with a copy of Insight along with 
caption, date, and location to 
lrapp@lakewoodcity.org.  
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As 2019 blazes through, the young pro-
fessionals (YPs) of SoCal APWA and 
the YP Committee have continuously 
been engaged in events that promote 
career development in the Public Works 
industry. 

We all know that one of the fundamen-
tal principles of APWA is the core idea 
of volunteering and giving back to the 
community.  After all, that’s what makes 
Public Works special!  The YP group 
hosted our annual LA River clean up, 
along the Long Beach stretch.  The 
SoCal YPs and the UC Irvine student 
chapter came out that morning and par-
ticipated in the cleaning of the river 
channel.   

In May 2019, two of our YPs participat-
ed in the annual SoCal APWA golf tournament.  This year, 
the committee paired the YPs with two seasoned public 
works professionals.  The YPs had an opportunity to spend 
a full day golfing while gaining valued career guidance from 
experts in our industry.  We would like to thank Eugene 
Canlas (Psomas) for spreading the word about the YP com-
mittee at the “canon” hole, and for bringing the beef jerky 
and red vines.  Turns out many golfers enjoy protein snacks 
and candy while golfing. 

In addition, the YP committee held their 2
nd

 General Session 
meeting on “Road to Career Advancement,” a panel discus-
sion in Lakewood moderated by Robin Raines (GHD, Inc.).  
This event brought in current APWA President Pat Somer-
ville, Vice President at HNTB, Monica Heredia, City Engi-

neer for City of Pico Rivera, and Carlos Castellanos, City 
Engineer for City of Anaheim.  This is a well-attended event 
because it allows our young professionals to participate in 
an open forum and talk to leaders in public works.  Some of 
the questions asked at the event were: (1) “How did you 
start your own company?”, (2)  “How did you become a Pro-
ject Manager or Principal”, and (3) “What kind of things 
should I be working towards in college or as an entry level 
employee to move up the corporate or technical ladder?”.  
The purpose of this event was to give an opportunity to eve-
ryone in attendance to listen to first hand accounts, know 
what it takes to achieve success, and prepare them to ad-
vance in their careers.  

 

 

 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS UPDATE 
JUAN ALONZO EIT l CIVIL ENGINEERING DESIGNER l PSOMAS 
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Community Service event at  

Second Harvest a huge success! 

APWA SoCal does it again! In another year, 
our chapter was able to make a dent in end-
ing hunger for families in the Orange County 
area. With the help of our members, schol-
arship awardees, young professionals,  and 
extended families/friends, we were able to 
package 12,000 pounds of oranges, 9,600 
pounds of potatoes, and 4,600 pounds of 
pears.  

As you can see with our smiles at the end of 
the event, we were more than happy to take 
a little time out of our day to make this hap-
pen. I hope that this will invigorate your pas-
sion to help others. So please, join APWA SoCal for our 
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9/8-11/2019 PWX – APWA National Convention Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, WA 

9/10/2019 California Chapters Dinner Garage, Seattle, WA 

9/26/2019 Chapter Lunch — Funding for City Projects Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

10/6/2019 Committee Appreciation Event – Family Tailgate Signal Hill Park, Signal Hill 

10/22-24/2019 Public Works Institute — Module 3 Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

10/24/2019 Chapter Luncheon — TBA Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

Nov TBA Greenbook Seminar Carson Community Center, Carson 

11/15/2019 Board Strategic Planning Meeting TBA 

12/6/2019 Past President’s Luncheon The Centre EBR, Lakewood 

12/10/2019 20th Annual BEST Awards Luncheon The Centre, Lakewood 

1/18/2020 Installation Celebration Dinner TBA 

future efforts in making a difference in our community.  

And a big THANK YOU for all of those that were able to join 
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